
For more information 
on the FIN and the MLPA process, and to learn how you can help

the California Fisheries Coalition work to protect fishing interests, visit:
www.cafisheriescoalition.org

www.californiafisheriescoalition.blogspot.com

To schedule a speaker on the MLPA
for your next club/organization meeting, contact:

Joe Exline
Oceanside Anglers Club 
jexline1@roadrunner.com

760.271.4178

General contacts
Diane Pleschner-Steele

CFC Fisheries Information Network Coordinator
dplesch@earthlink.net

805.693.5430 

Charles Steinback
Ecotrust Director of Marine Planning

charles@ecotrust.org
971.404.5632 (cell) • 503.467.0777 (work)

The California Fisheries Coalition brings together 
27 marine-related organizations to advocate for 
cleaner oceans and sustainable marine resources.

1621-B 13th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
916.444.8194
www.cafisheriescoalition.org

Ecotrust’s mission is to inspire fresh thinking that 
creates economic opportunity, social equity and 
environmental well-being.

721 NW Ninth Ave, Suite 200  
Portland, OR 97209  
503.227.6225
www.ecotrust.org

Marine Protected Areas
are coming ...

 
Get informed — Stay informed 

with the FIN

The Fisheries Information Network

A partnership of the California Fisheries Coalition and Ecotrust



The Fisheries Information Network (FIN) provides 
a way for fishermen and fishing organizations to 
learn about and participate in the Marine Life 
Protection Act (MLPA) process and to interact with 
fishing representatives on the South Coast Regional 
Stakeholder Group (RSG).

We seek to

»	 strengthen the ability of the fishing community to 
influence the RSG process in order to ensure that diverse 
fishing interests are fairly and adequately represented; and

»	 assemble a local knowledge base of fisheries uses and 
values, and use this information to answer socioeconomic 
questions as they arise by sharing knowledge and 
recommendations with RSG members and other MLPA 
participants.

Progress and timeline
In February 2009, utilizing computer-assisted decision tools 
for the design and evaluation of Marine Protected Area (MPA) 
proposals, the FIN submitted an alternate proposal to the 
South Coast RSG. The FIN proposal seeks to meet the science 
requirements of the MLPA, while avoiding needless impacts on 
fishing. 

Later this spring, we expect there will be an opportunity to 
refine this proposal as we learn more about its benefits and 
impacts. In the fall of 2009, the RSG is expected to submit 
a set of proposals to the MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force and 
California Fish and Game Commission for final consideration.

The Fisheries Information Committee includes recreational and commercial fishermen 
working together to represent the FIN in providing input to the MLPA South Coast 
Regional Stakeholder Group.

Fisheries Information Committee
In the fall of 2008, the California Fisheries Coalition and Ecotrust worked with 
recreational and commercial fishing communities to identify and recruit representatives 
to the Fisheries Information Committee. This committee was chosen to be 
representative of diverse fishing interests in the South Coast study region and 
complementary to the choice of fishing community representatives on the RSG.

Recreational
Kevin Cooper	 San Diego Anglers, Freedivers	 760 603 9272	 thekelpcrawler@yahoo.com
Jason Diamond	 Stardust Sportfishing	 805 886 0454	 stardustsportfishing@hotmail.com
Joe Exline	 Oceanside Anglers Club	 760 271 4178	 jexline1@roadrunner.com
Michael Hansen	 Dana Wharf Sportfishing	 949 584 4982	 hansen.of.mike@gmail.com
Alex Masumoto	 Rusty Hook Tackle	 310 832 2429	 rusty_038@yahoo.com
Paul Romanowski	 Los Angeles Fathomiers	 714 801 5514	 Rojodiablo@socal.rr.com
Mike Thompson	 Newport Landing Sportfishing	 949 500 5901	 mthompson041@cox.net
Joe Villareal	 Mirage Sportfishing	 805 377 9316	 miragesportfishing@gmail.com
Mark Wisch	 Pacific Edge Inc.	 714 392 4066	 PacificEdge@socal.44.com
Louis Zimm	 San Diego Yacht Club Anglers	 619 224 7908	 glzimm@cox.net

Commercial
Rich Ashley	 Long Beach Bait Co.	 562 307 4468	 calamarkid@aol.com
Gary Burke	 S.CA. Trawlers Assoc.	 805 965 4468	 gburke9934@aol.com
Steve Escobar	 Newport Dory Fleet	 805 451 0997	 steve.crab@hotmail.com
Neil Guglielmo	 Wetfish purse seiner	 805 895 1010	 fvtrionfo@aol.com
Enrique Gutierrez	 Crab fisherman	 805 962 1143	 fisherricksb@hotmail.com
Rodger Healy	 Dana Cove Fishermen’s Assoc.	 949 494 9449	 crabsnmore@cox.net
Chris Hoeflinger	 Ventura Co. Fishermen’s Assoc.	 805 498 9343	 crhfam@verizon.net
John Law	 Lobster fisherman	 858 414 9731	 wildwestjl@yahoo.com
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