
The fishing-based 
economy of Alaska’s 
Pribilof Islands is on the 
brink of collapse. 
The billion-dollar fishery, built in the 
1980s with federal assistance, was 
intended to replace the declining fur seal 
harvest — the islands’ economic mainstay 
for more than 200 years. But now climate 
change and the disruption of the Bering 
Sea ecosystem are impacting both the 
Pollock and halibut fisheries.
	 In 2004, the Pribilof Islands 
Collaborative, a group of fishing industry 
representatives, tribal entities and 
environmentalists, invited Ecotrust to 
perform a socioeconomic and ecological 
analysis. Ecotrust assembled and analyzed 
local, state, regional, national and 
international data and conducted an on-
island survey to create a socioeconomic 
baseline. These studies are now moving 
forward as part of the $50 million Bering 
Sea Integrated Ecosystem Research 
Program — a joint venture of the North 
Pacific Research Board and National 
Science Foundation — which seeks 
greater understanding of the productive 
Bering Sea ecosystem and of the fishing 
communities that it supports.

Learn more:
www.ecotrust.org/beringsea

Assessing Community Options

Results are loosely organized around four objectives, that is: fisheries, subsistence, the economy and the environment. Full results 
available at http://project.nprb.org/view.jsp?id=5e9420b0-beab-43f4-8a28-f5f9db7c45bc.
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 Issues of common concern include declines in fur seal and seabird populations, 
diminishing halibut catches and the attendant effects on the economic and 

measures and enhance the local environmental and economic stewardship 

socioeconomic research to establish:

3. the history of and potential for local environmental and economic stewardship 

4. the economic importance of subsistence harvests 

socioeconomic data to address these research needs and to provide a baseline for 
understanding the islands’ economies.

Island residents in the project. 
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Defined as total observed catch in kilograms, including 
trawl, longline, and pot gear types, divided by the number 
of years observations occured.
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Note:  Observed trawl catch accounts for more than 99% of all observed pollock catch inside 4C.  Due to extremely low observed longline catch totals and the similarity 
between total observed catch and the observed trawl catch, these amounts are not displayed.  For observed trawl and longline values refer to maps specific to each gear type. 

Source:  Alaska Fisheries Science Center
* 4C Boundary derived from International Pacific 
Halibut Commission regulations.
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Figure 3: Perceptions of environmental quality over time (n=137)

Figure 4: Employment (n=134)

Figure 2: Marine Mammal Subsistence Harvests

Figure 1: Pollock Average Annual Observed Catch (1993–2005)
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